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prayer, and that some may be led to
give financial help toward the re-
lief of the surviving widows and
orphans.*

For obvious reasons the names of
the various writers can not be given
at this time. These are known to
the American Committee, who vouch
for them and their statements. In
most cases it is necessary to conceal
the place from which the statements
were written, and even the name of
the cities and towns referred to, in
order that the writer or his inter-
ests may not suffer irreparable
harm.

D. tary Evid

We quote from a few of the docu-
ments which are in the possession of
the American Committee:

The reports of persecution, plun-
der, and massacre of Armenians in
the interior parts of the country be-
gan to come in April, when the scat-
tering of large numbers of innocent

* A special American Committee of eminent
Americans has investigated the reports, and I:t?e
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people was manifestly a part of a
campaign of extermination.

July 10. Persecution of Arme-
nians assuming unprecedented pro-
portions. Reports from widely scat-
tered regions indicate systematic at-
tempt to uproot peaceful Armenian
populations, and through arbitrary ar-
rests, terrible tortures, wholesale ex-
pulsions and deportations from one
end of the empire to the other, ac-
companied by frequent instances of
rape, pillage, and murder, turning
into massacre, to bring destitution
and destruction upon them. This is
not in response to fanatical or popu-
lar demand, but is purely arbitrary,
and directed from Constantinople.
Untold misery, disease, starvation and
loss of life will go on unchecked. .

July 16. “Deportation of and ex-
cesses against peaceful Armenians are
increasing, and from harrowing re-
ports of eye-witnesses it appears
that a campaign of race extermina-
tion is in progress.” Protests and
threats are unavailing and probably
incite the Ottoman government to
more drastic measures, as they are
determined to disclaim responsibility
for their absolute disregard of capitu-
lations, and I believe nothing short of
actual force, which obviously the Uni-
ted States is not in a position to ex-
ert, would adequately meet the situa-
tion.

July 31. “Armenians, mostly wo-
men and children, deported from the
Erzroom district, have been massa-
cred near Kemakh, between Erzroom
and Harpoot.” Similar reports from
other sources, that probably few of
these refugees will reach their des-
tination. . . .

In many cases the men were (those
of military age were nearly all in the
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Refugess from Turkish cruelty. The children in the desert were found
wandering like animals, half starved, after a Turkish massacre of
Armenians, and were brought back to Syria.
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army) bound tightly together with
ropes or chains. Women with little
children in their arms, or in the last
days of pregnancy, were driven along
under the whip like cattle. Three
different cases came under my knowl-
edge where the woman was delivered
on the road, and because her brutal
driver hurried her along she died of
hemorrhage. I also know of one case
where the gendarme in charge was a
humane man, and allowed the poor
woman several hours’ rest, and then
procured a wagon for her to ride in.
Some women became so completely
worn out and hopeless that they left
their infants beside the road. Many
women and girls have been outraged.
At one place the commander of gen-
darmerie openly told the men to
whom he consigned a large company
that they were at liberty to do what
they chose with the women and
girls: it
The Use of Torture

The trouble for the Armenians be-
gan, as for all other nationalities,
with the collection of soldiers. The
government swept off all men possible
for military service. Hundreds of
the bread-winners marched away,
leaving their wives and children with-
out means of support. In many cases
the last bit of money was given to
fit out the departing soldier, leaving
the family in a pitifully destitute con-
dition. A number of Armenians
were quite well off and paid their
military exemption fee. A much
larger number escaped in one way
and another, so there were more Ar-
menians than Turks left in the city
after the soldiers had gone. This
made the government suspicious and
fearful. The discovery of Armenian
plots against the government in other

places added to this feeling. The
special Armenian troubles began in
the beginning of May. In the middle
of the night about 20 of the lead-
ing men of the national Armenian
political parties were gathered up
and sent to where they have been
imprisoned ever since. In June the
government began looking for weap-
ons. Some of the Armenians were
seized, and, by torture, the confession
was extracted that a large number of
arms were in the hands of different
Armenians. A second inquisition be-
gan. The bastinado was used fre-
quently, as well as fire torture (in
some cases eyes are said to have been
put out). Many guns were delivered,
but not all. The people were afraid
that if they gave up their arms, they
would be massacred as in 1895. Arms
had been brought in after the declara-
tion of the constitution with the per-
mission of the government, and were
for self-defense only. The torture
continued, and under its influence
one fact after another leaked out.
Under the nervous strain and physical
suffering many things were said
which had no foundation in fact.
Those inflicting the torture would
tell the victim what they expected him
to confess, and then beat him until
he did it. The college mechanic had
constructed an iron “shot” for the
athletic games, and was beaten ter-
ribly in an effort to fasten the making
of bombs on the college. Some bombs
were discovered in the Armenian
cemetery, which aroused the fury of
the Turks to white heat. It should
be said that it is very probable that
these bombs had been buried there in
the days of Abdul Hamid. . . .
Through the intervention of a
Turk, the college was able to free
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those of its teachers already taken,
and obtain a stay of proceedings
against all of its teachers and employ-
ees, by the payment of the sum of 275
Turkish liras. Later this same Turk
said that he believed that he could
obtain the permanent exemption of
the entire college by the payment of
a further sum of 300 liras. The
money was promised, but after some
negotiations, which shcwed that no
definite assurance of exemption
would be forthcoming, the matter was
dropt. . .
Panic and Outrage

The panic in the city was terrible.
The people felt that the government
was determined to exterminate the
Armenian race, and they were power-
less to resist. The people were sure
that the men were being killed and
the women kidnapped. Many of the
convicts in the prison had been re-
leased, and the mountains around
were full of bands of outlaws.
It was feared that the women and
children were taken some distance
from the city and left to the mercy
of these men. However that may be,
there are provable cases of the kid-
napping of attractive young girls by
the Turkish officials of One
Moslem reported that a gendarme had
offered to sell him two girls for a
mejidieh. The women believed that
they were going to worse than death,
and many carried poison in their pock-
ets to use if necessary. Some car-
ried picks and shovels to bury those
they knew would die by the wayside.
During this reign of terror notice was
given that escape was easy; that any
one who accepted Islam would be
allowed to remain safely at home.
The offices of the lawyers who re-
corded applications were crowded
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with people petitioning to become
Mohammedans. Many did it for the
sake of their women and children,
feeling that it would be a matter of
only a few weeks before relief would
come.

This deportation continued at in-
tervals for about two weeks. It is
estimated that out of about 12,000
Armenians in , only a few hun-
dred were left. Even those who
offered to accept Islam were sent
away. . ..

Dragged to Exile
June 28, 1915.

I wish to inform you of conditions
here. They are very bad and daily
getting worse. I suppose told
you of the horrible things taking
place in Just such a reign
of terror has begun in this city also.
Daily the police are searching the
houses of the Armenians for weap-
ons, and not finding any, they are
taking the best and most honorable
men and imprisoning them; some of
them they are exiling, and others
they are torturing with red hot irons
to make them reveai the supposedly
concealed weapons. Four weeks ago
they exiled 15 men and their families,
sending them to the desert city of
, three days’ journey south of

here.

The Gendarmerie Department seems
to have full control of affairs and
the Mutessarif upholds them. They
are now holding about 100 of the
best citizens of the city in prison, and
to-day the gendarmerie chief called
the Armenian Bishop and told him
that unless the Armenians deliver
their arms and the revolutionists
among them, that he has orders to
exile the entire Armenian population
of as they did the people of
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We know how the latter
were treated, for hundreds of them
have been dragged through
on their way to the desert whither
they have been exiled. These poor
exiles were mostly women, children
and old men, and they were clubbed
and beaten and lashed along as tho
they had been wild animals, and their
women and girls were daily crimin-
ally outraged, both by their guards
and the ruffians of every village
through which they passed, as the
former allowed the latter to enter
the camp of the exiles at night, and
even distributed the girls among the
villagers for the night. These poor
victims of their oppressors’ lust and
hate might better have died by the
bullet in their mountain home than
be dragged about the country in this
way. About 2,000 of them have
passed through , all more dead
than alive; many hundreds have died
from starvation and abuse along the
roadside, and nearly all are dying of
starvation, thirst, or being kidnapped
by the Anaza Arabs in the desert
where they have been taken. We
know how they are being treated be-
cause our exiles are in the
same place, and one young Armenian
doctor, who was there making medi-
cal examinations of soldiers for the
government, has returned and told
The Young Turk government pur-
sues unceasingly, and every day with
added violence, the war to the finish
that it has declared against its Ar-
menian subjects. The provinces in-
habited by Armenians, which were
already under the reign of inde-
scribable terror, have been evacuated
by force. Thus the Armenian com-
munities, and , have

been brutally deported, deprived of
all their possessions, to the deserts of
Mesopotamia. A great number of
families have embraced Mohammed-
anism to escape a certain death. . . .

A Widow's Story

A week before anything was done
to , the villages all around had
been emptied and their inhabitants had
become victims of the gendarmes and
marauding bands. Three days before
the starting of the Armenians from
, after a week’s imprisonment,
Bishop had been hanged, with
seven other notables. After these
hangings, seven or eight other no-
tables were killed in their own houses
for refusing to go out of the city.
Seventy or eighty other Armenians,
after being beaten in prison, were
taken to the woods and killed. The
Armenian population of was
sent off in three batches; I was
among the third batch. My husband
died eight years ago, leaving me and
my eight-year-old daughter and my
mother extensive possessions, so that
we were living in comfort. Since
mobilization began, the com-
mandant has been living in my house
free of rent. He told me not to go,
but I felt I must share the fate of
my people. I took three horses with
me, loaded with provisions. My
daughter had some five-lira pieces
around her neck, and I carried some
twenty liras and four diamond rings
on my person. All else that we had
was left behind. Our party left
June 1st (old style), fifteen gen-
darmes going with us. The party
numbered four or five hundred per-
sons. We had got only two hours
away from home, when bands of
villagers and brigands in large num-
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bers, with rifles, guns, axes, etc,
surrounded us on the road, and
robbed us of all we had. The gen-
darmes took my three horses and
sold them to Turkish mouhadjirs,
pocketing the money. They took my
money and that from my daughter’s
neck, also all our food. After this
they separated the men, one by one,
and shot them all within six or seven
days—every male over 15 years of
age. By my side were killed two
priests, one of them over 90 years
of age. These bandsmen took all the
good-looking women and carried
them off on their horses. Very many
women and girls were thus carried
off to the mountains, among them my
sister, whose one-year-old baby they
threw away; a Turk picked it up and
carried it off, I know not where. My
mother walked till she could walk no
farther, and dropt by the roadside on
a mountain-top. We found on the
road many of those who had been in
the previous sections carried from
; some women were among the
killed, with their husbands and sons.
We also came across some old peo-
ple and little infants still alive but
in a pitiful condition, having shouted
their voices away. We were not al-
lowed to sleep at night in the vil-
lages, but lay down outside. Under
cover of the night indescribable deeds
were committed by the gendarmes,
bandsmen, and villagers. Many of
us died from hunger and strokes of
apoplexy. Others were left by the
roadside, too feeble to go on.

One morning we saw fifty to sixty
wagons with about thirty Turkish
widows, whose husbands had been
killed in the war; and these were go-
ing to Constantinople. These women
wanted to take my daughter, too, but

she would not be separated from me.
Finally we were both taken into their
wagons on our promising to become
Moslems. As soon as we entered the
araba, they began to teach us how to
be Moslems, and changed our names,
calling me and her

* ® &% %

The Plight of the Exiles

If it were simply a matter of being
obliged to leave here to go some-
where else, it would not be so bad,
but everybody knows it is a case of
going to one's death. If there was
any doubt about it, it has been re-
moved by the arrival of a number
of parties, aggregating several thou-
sand people, from Erzroom and Er-
zinggan. I have visited their en-
campment a number of times and
talked with some of the people. A
more pitiable sight can not be imag-
ined. They are, almost without ex-
ception, ragged, filthy, hungry, and
sick. That is not surprizing, in view
of the fact that they have been on
the road for nearly two months, with
no change of clothing, no chance to
wash, no shelter, and little to eat.
The government has been giving
them some scanty rations here. I
watched them one time when their
food was brought. Wild animals
could not be worse. They rushed
upon the guards who carried the food
and the guards beat them back with
clubs, hitting hard enough to kill
them sometimes. To watch them one
could hardly believe that these peo-
ple were human beings.

As one walks through the camp,
mothers offer their children and beg
one to take them. In fact, the Turks
have been taking their choice of these
children and girls for slaves, or
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A HIDEOUS SAMPLE OF TURKISH BARBARITY
Heads of two Armenian priests tortured to death by Turkish

soldiers. The officers were then photographed--a common
habit of the Turks.

b,

A DYING EMBLEM OF CRUELTY AND NEGLECT
A child for whom there was no room in the orphanage. Thousands of the
children are turned away to die because not sufficient relief funds are
provided to care for them.
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worse. In fact, they have even had
their doctors there to examine the
more likely girls and thus secure the
best ones.

There are very few men among
them, as most of them have been
killed on the road. All tell the same
story of having been attacked and
robbed by the Kurds. Most of them
were attacked over and over again,
and a great number of them, especial-
ly the men, were killed. Women and
children were also killed. Many died,
of course, from sickness and exhaus-
tion on the way, and there have been
deaths each day that they have been
here. Several different parties have
arrived and, after remaining a day
or two, have been pushed on with no
apparent destination. Those who
have reached here are only a small
portion, however, of those who
started. By continuing to drive these
people on in this way it will be pos-
sible to dispose of all of them in a
comparatively short time.

A Plea for Intervention

Viscount Bryce, formerly British
Ambassador to the United States,
has made, through the Associated
Press, a powerful plea that America
should try to stop the Armenian
slaughter. Lord Bryce is not one to
misstate or exaggerate facts. Among
other things, he says: “In Trebizond
City, where the Armenians numbered
over ten thousand, orders came from
Constantinople to seize all Arme-
nians. Troops hunted them, drove
them to the shore, took them to sea,
threw them overboard, and drowned
them all—men, women, and children.
This was seen and described by the
Italian Consul.”

Lord Bryce's statements are con-
firmed by reports which come direct
from those who have firsthand
knowledge.

Of the Armenian people as a whole
one third or more are gone, and this
third includes the leaders in every
walk of life, merchants, professional
men, preachers, bishops, and Govern-
ment officials. There is no certainty
for those who are just now free. It
is only temporary measures, such
as bribes or special favors, that have
secured postponement.

“It seems possible that something
can be done to save those few who are
left. Permission has recently been ob-
tained through the German Embassy
for those connected with the German
Mission, teachers and their families,
orphans and servants, a circle of sev-
eral hundred, to remain. It is time
that America take whatever steps are
possible to secure permission through
the American Ambassador for the
remnant of the Armenians to remain
in their homes or to escape unharmed
to more hospitable territory.

A ican Missionary Interests®

America has more interest in Tur-
key than any other country, or pos-
sibly than all Europe together. This
interest is not political, but humani-
tarian. In 1819 the American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Mis-
sions began work in the Ottoman
Empire, and has now for nearly a
century prosecuted that work with
vigor and statesman-like foresight and
breadth.  The missionaries have
introduced into the country the print-
ing-press and a periodical literature,
modern medicine and sanitation, the

* Paragraph quoted from The Owstlook.
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modern hospital, new industries and
commercial enterprises, and western
education, culminating in the well-or-
ganized colleges and graduate schools.
Some of these institutions are: the
Syrian Protestant College at Beirut,
with its graduate schools ; Robert Col-
lege at Constantinople; and the Con-
stantinople College for Girls, each one
of these incorporated in the United
States and possessing a plant worth
more than a million dollars. Besides
these institutions of international re-
pute there are others, like the Inter-
national College at Smyrna, Anatolia
College at Marsovan, Teachers’ Col-
lege at Sivas, Euphrates College at
Harput, Van College at Van, Aintab
College at Aintab, Central Turkey
College for Women at Marash, the
American Collegiate Institute for
Girls at Smyrna, St. Paul's College
at Tarsus, and, in addition, three
times that number of high schools
and academies with their intermediate
and preparatory schools dotting the
country from Smyrna to Persia, and
from the Black Sea to Arabia.

Among the many institutions to suf-
fer is the American Mission College
at Harput. One of the reliable in-
formants writes: ‘““Approximately
two-thirds of the girl pupils, and six-
sevenths of the boys have been taken
away to death, exile, or Moslem
homes. Of our professors four are
gone and three are left.

“Professor . Tenekejian, who was
the Protestant representative of the
Americans with the Government, was
arrested on May 1st. No charge was
made against him, but the hair of his
head, mustache and beard was pulled
out in a vain effort to secure damag-
ing confessions. He was starved and
hung by the arms for a day and a

night and was severely beaten several
times. About June 2oth he was taken
out toward Diarbekir and murdered
in a general massacre on the road.

“Professor Nahigian, who had stud-
ied at Ann Arbor, was arrested about
June sth and shared Professor Tene-
kejian's fate on the road.

“Professor Vorperian a Princeton
man, was taken to see a man beaten
almost to death. He started into exile
under guard with his family, about
July sth, and was murdered beyond
Malatia.

“Professor Boojicanian, an Edin-
burgh graduate, was arrested with
Professor Tenekejian, suffered the
same tortures, and in addition had
three finger-nails pulled out by the
roots, and was killed in the same
massacre.

“Of the female instructors one is re-
ported killed in Chunkoosh, one re-
ported taken to a Turkish harem;
three have not been heard from; four
others started out into exile, and ten
are free.

The Armenians as a people have
been the most responsive to the ap-
peals of modern education. The ma-
jority of the 25,000 students in the
schools nerth of Syria have been
from this historic and virile race.
Thousands have taken graduate
courses in the United States. It can
be said that America discovered the
Armenian race and introduced it to
the Western World., Tt is, therefore,
eminently fitting that at this time of
death-struggle America should be the
first to lift its voice in protest, and the
most ready to offer its help to save
this nation from annihilation.

There are some four hundred
Americans now in Turkey connected
with the various boards and institu-
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tions. With these are associated fully
ten times that number of trained na-
tives, mostly Armenians, Greeks, and
Syrians, all engaged in conducting a
work that aims at bringing to that
country the blessings of a Christian
civilization. These Americans are
remaining at their posts, endeavoring
in every way in their power to re-
lieve and save their people.

Upon the Armenians and the
Greeks the blow is falling, but there
have been intimations that the Jews’
turn will soon come. There are many
indications that the Turks as a whole
entertain no hostile feelings toward
the Armenians and the Greeks,
and would not carry out these drastic
measures of extermination were they
not forced to do so. Some have de-
clared that the measures are un-Mo-
hammedan, and so contrary to the
teachings of their religion.

In many places the local Turkish
authorities have emphatically pro-
tested. The Governor of was
called to Constantinople to answer to
the charge of not obeying orders in
carrying out the drastic measures of
the central government. Others have
told the missionaries that the meas-
ures were most cruel and unneces-
sary and even disastrous to the coun-
try, but they were finally forced to
obey. Lenient and unwilling gover-
nors were transferred, like the one
at , in whose place was in-
stalled the Governor of ——, who
had already carried out with vigor
the order of massacre and exter-
mination.

So far as can be ascertained, the
two Turkish officers, Enver Pasha
and Talaat Bey, are the source of
these measures. There are many who
believe (and among these are the
missionaries in large numbers, as well
2s others) that Enver Pasha is under
the pay of the Kaiser.
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